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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to communications filed on July 10, 2006, applicant has elected 
Group I claims 1-7 and 18-21 and added new claim 30. Therefore, claims 1-7, 18-21, 
and 30 are presently pending in the application. 



Specification 

The specification is object to because: 

2. The abstract contains the phrases "such as", "are provided", "As an example", 
"should take", "For some embodiments" and "may also be suggested". The abstract 
should not contain "such as", "provided", "example" and "embodiments. "Should take" 
and "may also be suggested" are vague and indefinite and should also not be contained 
within the "Abstract". Correction is required. 



3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 
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Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to because in figures 2-3 disclose element with 
subscripted numbers which is not standard format and makes it difficult to understand. 
Specifically, Fig. 2, element 214 and Fig. 3 elements 208, 210 and 212. A proposed 
drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a 
patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1-7 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1 and 30 are not limited to a method that runs on a medium. As such, the 
claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. The claims 
lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or a manufacture 
within the meaning of 35 USC 101. They are clearly not a series of steps or acts to be a 
process nor are they a combination of chemical compounds to be a composition of 
matter. As such, they fail to fall within a statutory category. They are, at best, functional 
descriptive material perse. 

Descriptive material can be characterized as either "functional descriptive 
material" or "nonfunctional descriptive material." Both types of "descriptive material" are 
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nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material perse, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d 
at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be 
statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive 
material to be realized. Compare In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 
1031, 1035 (Fed. Cir. 1994) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 1-7, 18-21 and 30, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1,18 and 30 discloses a "receiving an indication", which renders the claim 
vague and indefinite, because it is unclear as to what a "indication", signifies in the 
claim. 

Claim 1,18, and 30 recites the limitation "a selected query component". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim because there was some 
selection made pertaining to the query however it is not indicated in the claim language. 

Claim 1,18, and 30 discloses a "component" and "create an annotation", which 
renders the claim vague and indefinite, because it is unclear as to what a "component" 
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and "annotation", signifies in the claim. They are both very vague and need to be 
clarified within the claim. 

Claim 1 discloses "capturing information", which renders the claim vague and 
indefinite, because it is unclear as to what "capturing", signifies in the claim. 

Claims 2-7, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
because they are dependent upon rejected independent claims 1 and 18. 

Claim 3 discloses "instance value", which renders the claim vague and indefinite, 
because it is unclear as to what "instance value" is and signifies in the claim. 

Claim 5 discloses "suggested substitution", which renders the claim vague and 
indefinite, because it is unclear as to what "substitution", signifies in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-7, 18-21 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bays et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,519,603. 

As to claim 1 , Bays et al. teaches a method of capturing information useful in the 



building of queries (See abstract; column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5-11), 
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comprising: receiving an indication of a selected query component (See column 5, lines 
1-21); providing an interface allowing a user to create an annotation to associate with 
the selected query component (See column 6, lines 35-39); and storing the annotation 
with a reference to the selected query component (See column 9, lines 50-65; column 
11, lines 8-15). 

As to claim 2, Bays et al. teaches wherein the query component comprises one 
or more query conditions (See abstract; column 2, lines 10-29). 

As to claim 3, Bays et al. teaches wherein the query component comprises one 
or more instance values of data (See column 2, lines 61-67; column 9, lines 50-65). 

As to claim 4, Bays et al. teaches providing an interface for building a query by 
specifying query components (See abstract; column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5- 
11); and wherein receiving an indication of the selected query component comprises 
receiving a user selection of one or more query components specified, via the interface, 
for use in a query (See abstract; column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5-11). 

As to claims 5 and 19, Bays et al. teaches providing an interface allowing the 
. user to create a suggested substitution for the selected query component (See column 
9, lines 50-65; column 1 1 , lines 8-15); wherein the operations further comprise providing 
an interface allowing the user to create a suggested substitution for the selected query 
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component (See column 9, lines 50-65; column 11, lines 8-15). 

As to claim 6, Bays et al. teaches wherein storing the annotation with a reference 
to the one or more query components comprises: decomposing the query component 
into one or more fragments; and storing the fragments with the annotation (See column 
9, lines 50-65; column 11, lines 8-15). 

As to claims 7 and 20, Bays et al. teaches wherein storing the annotation with a 
reference to the one or more query components comprises: substituting a parameter 
marker for an instance value contained in the query component; and storing the query 
component with the parameter marker with the annotation (See column 9, lines 50-65; 
column 1 1 , lines 8-15); wherein storing the annotation with a reference to the one or 
more query components comprises: substituting a parameter marker for an instance 
value contained in the query component; and storing the query component with the 
parameter marker with the annotation (See column 9, lines 50-65; column 1 1 , lines 8- 
15). 

As to claim 18, Bays et al. teaches a computer-readable medium containing a 
program for annotating query components which, when executed by a processor (See 
abstract; column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5-11; column 6, lines 20-28), performs 
operations comprising: receiving an indication of one or more selected query 
component (See column 5, lines 1-21); providing an interface allowing a user to create 
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an annotation to associate with the selected query component (See column 6, lines 35- 
39); and storing the annotation with a reference to the selected query component (See 
column 9, lines 50-65; column 11, lines 8-15). 

As to claim 21, Bays et al. teaches wherein the operations further comprise: 
monitoring one or more query components specified for use in a query (See abstract; 
column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5-11); searching for annotations associated with 
the one or more query components (See column 11, lines 16-24); and providing an 
indication of one or more annotations, if found, associated with the one or more query 
components (See column 5, lines 1-21). 

As to claim 30, Bays et al. a method (See abstract), comprising: receiving an 
indication of a selected query component (See column 5, lines 1-21 ); providing an 
interface allowing a user to create an annotation to associate with the selected query 
component (See column 6, lines 35-39); storing the annotation with a reference to the 
selected query component (See column 9, lines 50-65; column 11, lines 8-15); 
monitoring one or more query components specified for use in a query being composed 
in a query building interface (See abstract; column 2, lines 10-15; column 3, lines 5-11); 
searching for stored annotations associated with the one or more query components 
(See column 11, lines 16-24); and providing an indication of one or more annotations, if 
found, associated with the one or more query components (See column 5, lines 1-21 ). 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mellissa M. Chojnacki whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4076. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571 ) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



September 22, 2006 
Mmc 




SAM RIMELL 
°RIMARY EXAMINER 



